Ringed and tagged birds seen in the Cley 10km square 2025
New information this month*.

The Weybourne Atmospheric Station has a Motus Tower fitted there now. Motus is a global
radio wildlife tracking system that is widely used in the US and Europe but at the moment
there are only a few towers in the UK. Maps showing the details of the birds, mammals and
insects fitted with radio tags that have been detected at Weybourne can be viewed at
https://motus.org/data/receiverDeploymentDetections?id=8369

Mute Swan

The East Anglia Swan Study Group is currently fitting coded darvic leg rings to Mute
Swans in our area. The rings have a black code of number 4 plus 3 letters. The scheme
coordinator asks if anyone seeing birds with other codes could e-mail him directly on
mike.reed2017@outlook.com and he will reply with details of the bird ASAP.

New information this month*.

Left leg: ring with black code 4ERP.

Right leg: Metal ring no.XY5205.

Seen Cley Marshes 3/3(DPW)(Paired).

Ringed as a juvenile, one of a brood of six, at Selbrigg Pond south of High Kelling on 7/1/22
Movements Cley Marshes 27/1/23-28/2/23 (paired), 31/1/24-5/7/24(paired), 4-22/10/24 and
16/12/24. Seen back at Selbrigg Pond 30/12/24.

New information this month*.

Left leg: ring with black code 4FTB.

Right leg: Metal ring no. W53681.

Mate of 4FTC.

Seen Salthouse 13/1(CDL), 28/1(DPW), 4/2(DPW), 7/2(DPW), 14/2(DPW), 18/2(DPW),
21/2(DPW), 25/2(DPW), 28/2(DPW), 4/3(DPW), 4/3(CDL), 7/3(DPW), 7/3(CDL).

Ringed as an adult male at Salthouse on 15/10/23.

Movements Remained at Salthouse to 23/4/24 but visited Cley Marshes 9/11/23. Then seen at
Salthouse with a brood of five cygnets that reduced to four 12/5/24-5/11/24.

New information this month*.

Left leg: ring with black code 4FTC.

Right leg: Metal ring no. W53682.

Mate of 4FTB.

Seen Salthouse 13/1(CDL), 28/1(DPW), 4/2(DPW), 7/2(DPW), 14/2(DPW), 18/2(DPW),
21/2(DPW), 25/2(DPW), 28/2(DPW) 4/3(DPW), 4/3(CDL), 7/3(DPW), 7/3(CDL).

Ringed as an adult female at Salthouse on 15/10/23.

Movements Remained at Salthouse to at least 29/3/24 but visited Cley Marshes 9/11/23. Then
seen at Salthouse with brood of five cygnets that reduced to four 12/5/24-5/11/24.

New information this month*.

Left leg: ring with black code 4GER.
Right leg: Metal ring no. W53689.

Parents 4FTB+4FTC.
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Seen Salthouse 13/1(CDL), 28/1(DPW), 4/2(DPW), 7/2(DPW), 11/2(DPW), 14/2(DPW),
18/2(DPW), 21/2(DPW), 25/2(DPW), 28/2(DPW), 4/3(DPW), 4/3(CDL), 7/3(CDL).
Ringed as a juvenile at Salthouse on 11/10/24.

Movements Remaining at Salthouse with its parents.

New information this month*.

Left leg: ring with black code 4GES.

Right leg: Metal ring no. W53690.

Parents 4FTB+4FTC.

Ringed as a juvenile at Salthouse on 11/10/24.

Movements Remained at Salthouse with its parents to at least 5/11/24. Then seen at
Antingham Pond (Norfolk) 12/1/25 (21km SE).

Whooper Swan
There is a website where observers can input sightings of Whoopers fitted with white leg-

rings and information on the bird’s ringing details and subsequent movements will be given.
Further details can be found at http://waterbirdcolourmarking.org

Pink-footed Goose

There is now a website facility where observers can input sightings of some Pinkfeet fitted
with grey collars and information on the bird’s ringing details and subsequent movements will
be given. Further details can be found at http://waterbirdcolourmarking.org

It is worth noting that in the grey collar codes the letters E, G, M, O, Q, R and W are not used
and the only numbers used are 3,4,6,7 and 9.

Grey neck collar with code UNK

Metal ring no ISR 132129.

Seen Cley Marshes 15/1(MG), 17/1(ME)

Ringed as an adult male at Halson, Nordur-Mulasyla, Central Iceland 17/7/13.

Movements Weybourne 8/11/13, Faxagil (Hrafkelsdalur, Iceland) 11/6/14, Cley Marshes
5/1/15, Faxagil 8/6/15, S of Cley 3/12/15, Docking(Norfolk) 10/12/15+31/01/16, Weybourne
24/11/16, Cley 29/11/16, Salthouse 30/11/16, Blakeney Freshes 18/12/16, Sheringham
(Norfolk) 20/12/16, High Kelling(Norfolk) 28/12/16, Summerfield (Norfolk) 5/1/17,
Weybourne 19+21/1/17, Wellhead, Genoch Mains (Dumfries & Galloway) 15/2/17, Cley
Marshes 10-15/12/19, Shernbourne (Norfolk) 29/12/19, Docking (Norfolk) 8/1/20, Greenlaw
Moss (Borders) 15/3/20. Choseley (Norfolk) 20/11/21, Cley Marshes 29/12/23 and 14/11/24
then S of Walsey Hills 11/12/24.

Grey neck collar with code XAB

Metal ring n01704002.

Ringed as a juvenile at High Kelling 16/1/18.

Movements Near Wigton (Dumfries) 31/3/18, between Wiveton and Langham 10/2/19,
Bircham Newton (Norfolk) 25/11/21 and Docking (Norfolk) 18/11/24.

Brent Goose: dark-bellied form bernicla
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New information this month*.

Left leg: ring with black code 3.

Right leg: green ring with white code D.

Metal ring n0.6181795

Seen Cley Marshes 6/2 (GFe), 18/2(GFe), 5/3(DPW), 5/3(GFe).

Ringed 14/5/19 as an adult male on the island of Terschelling (Netherlands

53 22N 05 16E).

Paired with

Left leg: ring with black code 4.

Right leg: green ring with white code J.

Movements Seen again on Terschelling 17/5/19. Probably present at Cley Marshes 14/12/19
and 24/1/20 but codes could not be made out, codes read there on 15/2/20 then at Salthouse
Marshes 17/2/20. Seen at Terschelling 16+19/3/20, Texel (Noord-Holland, Netherlands)
2/4/20 and then at Stavstensudden (Trelleborg, Malmohus, Sweden 55 22N 13 05E) 25/11/20.
Seen back again at Cley Marshes 4/12/20 then at Salthouse 8/12/20, S of Cley 17/12/20(with
a brood of one), Cley Marshes 12/1/21, 23-24/2/21 (codes could not be read on the first date).
Seen again in the Netherlands at Texel 30/3/21 then at Terschelling 10/4/21 — 15/5/21. Seen
21/11/21 at Cley Marshes, S of Walsey Hills 25/11/21, Cley Marshes 21/12/21, 3+8-16/2/22,
S of Cley village 24/2/22 and at Cley Marshes 9/3/22. Seen at Texel again 15/3/22-13/4/22
then Terschelling 17/4/22-14/5/22. Cley Marshes 21/12/22-12/3/23 with a brood of 5
youngsters. Seen at Texel again 19/3/23 then Terschelling 29/3/23-29/4/23, Cley Marshes
20/11/23 with a brood of 7 youngsters, then 5/12/23 when with 9 youngsters and
1+16+24/1/24 when with 8 youngsters. W of Salthouse 31/1/24 (with 8 youngsters), Blakeney
Freshes (River Glaven saltmarshes) 1/2/24 and Cley Marshes 6+7/2/24+18/3/24 with 8
youngsters. Seen back in the Netherlands on Texel 27/3/24-19/4/24 then Terschelling 16/5/24.
Cley Marshes 30/11/24 then back in the Netherlands on Terschelling 17/12/24.

Left leg: ring with black code 4.

Right leg: green ring with white code J.

Metal ring n0.6184219.

Seen Cley Marshes 6/2 (GFe), 18/2(GFe), 5/3(DPW), 5/3(GFe).

Ringed 14/5/19 as an adult female on the island of Terschelling (Netherlands

53 22N 05 16E).

Paired with

Left leg: ring with black code 3.

Right leg: green ring with white code D.

Movements Seen again on Terschelling 17/5/19. Probably present at Cley Marshes 14/12/19
and 24/1/20 but codes could not be made out, codes read there on 15/2/20 then at Salthouse
Marshes 17/2/20. Seen at Terschelling 16+19/3/20, Texel (Noord-Holland, Netherlands)
2/4/20 and then at Stavstensudden (Trelleborg, Malmohus, Sweden 55 22N 13 05E) 25/11/20.
Seen back again at Cley Marshes 4/12/20 then at Salthouse 8/12/20, S of Cley 17/12/20(with
a brood of one), Cley Marshes 12/1/21 and probably again 23/2/21 but codes could not be
read. Seen again in the Netherlands at Texel 30/3/21 then at Terschelling 10/4/21 — 15/5/21.
Seen 21/11/21 at Cley Marshes, S of Walsey Hills 25/11/21, Cley Marshes 21/12/21, probably
3/2/22(codes not read) and 8-16/2/22, S of Cley village 24/2/22 and at Cley Marshes 9/3/22.
Seen at Texel again 15/3/22-13/4/22 then Terschelling 17/4/22-14/5/22. Cley Marshes
21/12/22-12/3/23 with a brood of 5 youngsters. Seen at Texel again 19/3/23 then Terschelling
29/3/23-18/5/23, Cley Marshes 20/11/23 with a brood of 7 youngsters, then 5/12/23 when
with 9 youngsters and 1+16+24/1/24 when with 8 youngsters. W of Salthouse 31/1/24 (with 8
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youngsters), Blakeney Freshes (River Glaven saltmarshes) 1/2/24. Cley Marshes
6+7/2/24+18/3/24 with 8 youngsters. Seen back in the Netherlands on Texel 27/3/24-19/4/24
then Terschelling 16/5/24. Cley Marshes 30/11/24 then back in the Netherlands on
Terschelling 17/12/24.

Wigeon

Birds are being ringed by the Waterbird Colour-marking Group in Project Penelope a
cooperation between wildfowlers and scientists that will run from 2021 to 2024. Birds ringed
either have a Green ring with a white two alpha-numeric code (on left leg) and metal ring (on
right leg) or a Blue ring with a yellow two alpha-numeric code (on left leg) and metal ring (on
right leg).

note 1 : to be read from the bottom up.

note 2 : a bar is used to separate some of the letters i.e., AJA, |AA, AA|

note 3 : birds ringed in Britain & Ireland, Iceland, Denmark, Finland.

website sighting submit:

Submit your Wigeon resightings

email sighting submit:

monitoring@basc.org.uk

Red Kite

Wing-tagging of Red Kites commenced in East Anglia in 2015. Those first ringed by Phil
Littler in North Norfolk were fitted with black tags and white codes (the same 2
alpha/numeric on each wing) but white tags with black codes are now being used.

Phil asks if anyone seeing one of these birds could e-mail him directly on
harriermanphil@gmail.com

and he will reply with details of the bird ASAP.

White-tailed Eagle

Five colour-ringed individuals fitted with satellite transmitters have been seen and satellite
plots revealed that another bird has also visited the Square. They come from a project run by
the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation in partnership with Forestry England. Nestlings are
collected under licence, issued by Scottish Natural Heritage, from nests in Scotland and are
translocated to the Isle of Wight in late June. They are then held in a quiet, confidential,
location for approximately four-eight weeks before being released. Food (mainly fish) is
provided close to the release site during the autumn and winter before the young eagles
become independent. The Natural England licence permits the release of up to 60 juvenile
eagles on the Isle of Wight over a five-year period from 2019. The first six juveniles were
translocated to the Isle of Wight in late June 2019 and all were successfully released in
August. A further seven youngsters were translocated and released in 2020 and 12 in 2021.
Detailed information on the progress and movements of these birds can be found on the Roy
Dennis Wildlife Foundation website https://www.roydennis.org/ and on their twitter feed
https://twitter.com/roydenniswf

An individual that was rescued in the Netherlands and then colour-ringed has also been seen.

Marsh Harrier
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Well over 200 Marsh Harriers have been fitted with wing-tags in North Norfolk since 2011
and individuals have been sighted in the UK from Cornwall to as far north as Aberdeen. There
have also been sightings in Ireland, Belgium, Germany, Spain, Portugal and the Canaries.
These birds originally had tags with a code of two letters/numbers. The tags in fact look
pale green, a little darker than most lime leg rings. The first series of codes beginning A were
in white but all subsequent wing-tags have the code in black. tags with black codes
were then used and in 2024 tags with black codes started being used.

Detailed information on these birds including maps showing the movements of different
individuals can be viewed on the NW Norfolk Ringing Group website
https://www.nwnrg.co.uk/

Phil Littler asks if anyone seeing one of these birds could e-mail him directly on
harriermanphil@gmail.com

and he will reply with details of the bird ASAP.

Left and right wings: tags with black code RN

Ring no. GR91109

Seen+photographed Cley Marshes 19/1 (SC)

Ringed near Belton, Great Yarmouth (Norfolk) 5/6/16 as the only female nestling in a brood
of three.

Movements Minsmere 10/12/16, Saltholme RSPB (near Billingham, Cleveland) 9/4/17,
Woodwalton Fen (Cambs) 18/4/17 and Cley Marshes 23+24/1/18 then 10/12/18. Also
probably seen 8/12/19. Code read in the field as RN. Photo taken confirms second letter of the
code but the first letter is not clear. The plumage seems to show pale grey central tail feathers
and extensive pale grey in the upperwings. It is thought that this may be possible but unusual
for an adult female. Then seen Quarles (Norfolk) 13/2/19, Cley Marshes 29/10/20 and
Hardley Flood (Norfolk) 1/2/23.

Left and right wings: tag with black code 4A.

Metal ring no. GVV17899.

Seen+photographed Cley Marshes 13/1 (TWW)

Ringed near Letheringsett (Norfolk) 15/6/22 as a female nestling, one of a brood of four, two
males and two females. Sister to bird with tags with black code 4H. The nest was located
by using a drone so that the habitat was kept in pristine condition and by keeping an eye on
the birds the ringers knew exactly when the time was right to ring the nestlings.

Movements Cley Marshes 9/11/22, Salthouse 17/12/22, Cley Marshes 29/12/22+30/1/23,
Flitcham (Norfolk) 4/6/23, Salthouse Heath 22/10/23, Cley Marshes 22/12/23 and 3+7/1/24,
Salthouse 22/1/24, near Babingley (Norfolk) 15/2/24, Stiffkey Fen 22/5/24, Cley Marshes
2/9/24 (when photographed interacting with two juveniles) and 2/12/24.

Left and right wings: tag with black code 43.

Metal ring no. FH62089.

Seen Cley Marshes 24/1(TWW), 27/1(DHo)

Ringed 12/6/23 as a male nestling near Glandford. He had just one sibling, a female.
Movements Cley Marshes 4/10/23, Kelling Water Meadow 1/11/23, Cley Marshes
24/11/23+22/3/24+14/6/24, probably Blakeney Point 3/10/24, Blakeney Freshes 6/10/24,
Cley Marshes 8/11/24, Blakeney Freshes 26/11/24 and Cley Marshes 3/12/24.

His sibling (code 44) has been seen at Gosforth Nature Reserve (Newcastle) and then at
Wigton (Norfolk) 14/3/24.

Oystercatcher
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The Iceni Bird Monitoring Group are colour-ringing Oystercatchers in North Norfolk using
Left tarsus: Green ring with white codes C00 to C99

Right tarsus: Orange over metal rings.

Sightings can be reported on https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/

Black-tailed Godwit: nominate form limosa

In 2015 the RSPB decided to restart colour-ringing chicks and also adults as the UK
population was not increasing as had been hoped for. The new scheme again has four tibia
rings but the lower right scheme identifier is now a ring with a black E engraved on it.
Anyone seeing one of these birds is asked to report the sighting to
Jennifer.Smart@rspb.org.uk

and she will reply with details of the bird ASAP.

Unfortunately the 2015 breeding season was a poor one. Some adults were successfully
ringed but only four chicks were and it is feared that none of these chicks survived.

From 2017 birds were “headed-started” by RSPB/WWT. Eggs were taken from the nests of
Black-tailed Godwits at Nene Washes (Cambs) then hatched at Welney with the resulting
youngsters being released. These released birds all had a dark Green ring as the upper right
tibia ring in 2017 and a total of 26 were released at Welney. In 2018 the upper right ring for
the “head-started” birds was White and a total of 38 birds were released, 23 at Welney and 15
at Nene Washes. In 2019 the upper right ring for the “head-started” birds was Black and a
total of 48 birds were released. No birds were head-started in 2020 due to the coronavirus
lockdown. In 2021 the upper right ring for the “head-started” birds was and a total of
43 birds were released. In 2022, the final year of the project, the upper right ring for the
“head-started” birds was Blue and 51 more fledglings were released making the total for the
project 206. All birds that have been ringed in recent years have been fitted with a PIT tag attached to
the tarsus (usually the left) that does not have the metal ring. This “helps to tie a few extra adult
identities to nests for some birds which are difficult to observe walking on to nests”.

Youngsters and adults ringed in the wild in recent years have been fitted with a white flag on the left
tibia with a two-character black code and with a ring with a black E engraved on it on the
right tibia.

Black-tailed Godwit: form islandica

Left leg: orange on tibia.

Right leg: green over orange on tibia, white on tarsus

Seen Cley Marshes 28/1(DPW).

Ringed 1/9/19 as an adult at Snettisham (the Wash).

Movements: Freiston Shore (Lincs) 16/11/19 and Cley Marshes 6+8/2/20, 6+9/3/20 and 2-
3/7/20, Frampton Marsh (Lincs) 13/9/20, Cley Marshes 26/2/21, Stiffkey (Norfolk)
1+8+22/3/21, Cley Marshes 31/3/21, Little Marlow (Bucks) 27/6/21, Stiffkey 25-26/7/21,
Snettisham 13/8/21, Frampton Marsh 21/8/21, Cley Marshes 18-25/11/21, 3/1/22, 15-31/8/22,
13-21/10/22 and 7-11/11/22, Blakeney Harbour 9+27/1/23, Cley Marshes 20/2/23, Blakeney
Harbour 8/3/23, Cley Marshes 10-20/4/23, 3/7/23, 26/1/24 and probably 6/2/24, Stiffkey
10/2/24, Cley Marshes 26/2/24, Stiffkey 3/3/24, Cley Marshes 8/3/24, possibly 22/3/24, 7-
19/4/24 then 22-23/7/24 and Frampton Marsh 9/8/24.

Black-headed Gull
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The Iceni Bird Monitoring Group are colour-ringing Black-headed Gulls in North Norfolk
using Red rings and white codes 2C00 to 2C99 and 2H00 to 2H99. One was ringed at Salthouse
Duck Pond on 26/10/23. Sightings can be reported on https://iceni.shinyapps.io/sightings/

Left leg: green ring with white code JIJKA4.

Right leg: metal ring no. Stavanger, K10414.

Seen Salthouse 13/1(CDL), 15/1(DPW).

Ringed as a 1cy male 23/8/22 at Mglledamen, Time, Rogaland, Norway (58 44N 05 39E).
Movements: Salthouse 30/1/23+13/2/23+27/3/23 and possibly also seen there earlier 7/11/22
but code not read. Salthouse 8/12/23-18/1/24 and 1/9/24.

New information this month*.

Left leg: Red ring with white code 2C31

Right leg: metal ring no.EA88120.

Seen Salthouse 11/2(DPW), 14/2(DPW), 18/2(DPW), 7/3(DPW), 7/3(CDL).

Ringed 26/10/23 at Salthouse as an adult.

Movements: Remained at Salthouse to 9/11/23 then seen there again 13/2/24-12/4/24 and
23/7/24-22/10/24.

New information this month*.

Left leg: metal ring no. Stavanger, 6205267.

Right leg: White ring with black code J9Z5 (ring damaged and number 5 now missing on one
side).

Seen Salthouse 3/1(DPW), 13/1(CDL), 15/1(DPW), 4/2(DPW), 14/2(DPW).

Ringed 28/6/13 as a nestling at Lanoeyskjaeret, Raade, Oestfold, SE Norway (59 22N 10
52E).

: Salthouse 10/2/14-17/3/14, 8/10/14 -2/3/15, 17/9/15-18/3/16, 25/7/16, 28/10/16-12/3/17,
15/7/17-20/3/18, 7/10/18-18/2/19, 2/9/19-12/2/20, 5/10/20-8/3/21, 22/11/21-9/3/22, 25/9/22-
7/3/23, 28/11/23-12/1/24, Raade (Norway) 4/6/24 and Salthouse 26/11/24.

Distance: 934km SW.

Birds with metal ring only

New information this month*.

Left leg: metal ring. Zool. Museum , Denmark, 6J-4976

Seen Salthouse 28/2(DPW)

Ringed 23/5/13 as a pullus at Holm Sg, Brendby, Sjelland, Denmark (55 37N, 12 26E).
Movements: Salthouse 24/12/14-21/3/15, 3/11/15-12/3/16, 5/11/16-25/1/17, 2/12/17-8/2/18,
16/10/18-4/3/19,12/11/19-29/1/20, 4/11/20-29/12/20, 18/11/21-8/3/22, 29/10/22-28/2/23,
17/10/23-13/2/24 and 15/10/24-12/12/24.

Distance: 792km WSW.

Great Black-backed Gull
Birds with metal ring only

metal ring no. NOS 3083810.
Recovered: found dead on Blakeney Point 31/1(ES).
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Ringed 9/7/24 as a pullus at Storevika E, Sandsoeya, Moere & Romsdal, Norway (62 14N 05
28E).
Distance: 1065km SSW.

Yellow-browed Warbler

The NOA have fitted some of the Yellow-Browed Warblers caught at Walsey Hills with
colour-rings — a purple (Violet) ring above another colour-ring on the left leg and a white
ring above the metal ring on the right leg. The warden Shannon Clifford asks that if anyone
sees one of these birds then please send her a message on whatsapp.

Observers
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Chris Booth ChB
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Phil Amies

Phil Borley

Paul Burnham
Peter Colston
Peter Dodd

Peter Dean

Pauline Gilling
Pete Livermore
Paul Laurie

Phil Littler

Pete Morris

Paul Nichols

Peter Rollings
Peter and Sue Morrison
Phil Vines

Pauline Walton
Peter Wilson
Richard Burton
Rare Bird Alert
Richard Chandler
Rob Gill

Russ Heselden
Rob Holmes
Roger Hughes

Rob Lee

Roger & Liz Akroyd
Rob Lucking
Richard Millington
Richard Porter
Richard Price
Robert Smith
Robert Taylor
Simon Aspinall
Steve Beal

Steve Chapman
Shannon Clifford
Steve Gantlett
Steve Harris

Steve Hale

Steve Hack

Simon Harrup
Shirley Lord
Stuart Rapson
Sabine Schmitt

15/03/2025

NOx
NP
NR
NT

OMM
PAmM
PBo
PB
PC
PD
PDe
PG
PL
PLa
PLi
PM
PN
PR
PSM
PV
Paw
PeW
RB
RBA
RC
RG
RH
RHo
RHu
RL
RLA
RLu
RM
RP
RPr
RS
RT
SA
SB
SC
SCI
SG
SH
SHa
SHack
SHar
SL
SR
SS
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Steve Stansfield SSt
Stella Woodman SW
Steve Wakeham SWa
Trevor Davies TD
Tony Duckett TDu
Tom Green TG
Tim Hayward TH
Tony Moverley ™
Tony Prater TP
Tony Smith TS
Tim Vaughan TV
Tom Whiley TWW
Trevor Williams T™W
Visitor Centre (reported to) VC
Vince Hanlon VH
Walter Sadler WS
Zoe Smith (Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation) ZS

15/03/2025
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